Pastor Rob's Fresh Word – 25 Awesome Facts about Heaven   Sunday, February 1, 2009

A kind of chain mail is going around facebook these days.  One of my more amazing friends calls it a “plague.”  The dreaded note is entitled “25 Random Facts.”  It begins with this assignment:

Once you've been tagged, you are supposed to write a note with 25 random things, facts, habits, or goals about you.  At the end, choose 25 people to be tagged.  You have to tag the person who tagged you.  If I tagged you, it's because I want to know more about you.

Lately, more than a few people whom I thought were my friends have tagged me.  My first thought was simply to ignore the note.  Then, I had something of an epiphany.  This note could be another opportunity to give thanks and glory to Jesus Christ for all He has done and a witness to other people of what He could do in their lives.  So, I sent out my own list of “25 Random Facts.”  Suddenly, I am being besieged by more tags to more notes.  Yikes!

As I studied more about Heaven this week, my heart has become so full I sometimes feel I am about to explode with joy and hope!  In the throes of triumph in my study, I also experienced another epiphany-like moment.  What if I were to compose and send out a list of “25 Awesome Facts about Heaven?”  The people I tag do not have to come up with another “25 Awesome Facts about Heaven.”  They can simply read and, by God’s grace, have a passion for eternity and Home and Jesus Christ captivate and consume them.  Hmm, I like this idea, so here goes:

Heaven is a place, a physical place.  

Heaven is not some ethereal realm where people float around as disembodied spirits.  The unified voice of Scripture testifies to a physical heaven.  The references consistently use words that describe Heaven in physical terms.  For instance, Jesus Christ says: “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places [or rooms]; if not, I would have told you.  I am going to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2).

Heaven is a prepared place.  

The omnipotent Creator is also the omniscient Master Designer.  Heaven is not random.  Heaven is not an after thought.  Heaven is prepared, designed if you will, according to specifications and plans drawn up by God Himself.  Among other realities, this means God has a purpose for Heaven.  

By the way, this means that Heaven is not a subjective concept but an objective reality.  Heaven is not defined by what you or I may think about Heaven.  The nature of Heaven (and of our access to Heaven, see below) is not subject to our opinions.  There is a God – an all-wise, all-powerful, personal God.  Heaven is His building project, His proposition, and not ours.  In other words, Heaven is not whatever you or I make it to be.  Heaven is exactly what El Elyon, magnificent God Almighty fashions Heaven to be according His good pleasure.

In addition, I think this suggests Heaven changes.  Heaven is not static but dynamic.  Heaven is not finite but infinite!  That is, God leaves room in His plans for expansion, for growth, for new vistas.  

Have you ever played a favorite video game, like Fable or Fable II, and reached the end of the game?  Or come the last paragraph of the last page of the last chapter of a favorite novel or series of novels – like Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, or even admittedly unfinished works like Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov?  The sense of accomplishment is sadly tainted by a surprising sense of disappointment.  Is that all there is?  Are there no new quests?  No new chapters?  In Heaven, I believe, we will always find new chapters.

Heaven is a prepared place for people.  

As noted in the Bible reference above, Jesus Christ pledges to prepare a place for us.  One wonderful inference from that promise is that God is making Heaven to fit perfectly the nature, purposes, and passions He originally designed in man.  Heaven is tailored by God to satisfy and facilitate His original and eternal intentions for humanity.

A significant part of what makes Heaven … heavenly is that the pleasures and joys and ecstasies we experience in that place are perfectly suited to human nature as it was originally designed by God – without sin.  What I mean to say is that the tastes we have acquired and nurtured here on Earth for what is good and pleasing will not be discarded in Heaven.  Instead, they will be awakened and satisfied to their fullest potential.  There will be no bait-and-switch once we are in Heaven.  As Randy Alcorn illustrates, we do not relish the thought of eating gravel here; we will not suddenly be eating gravel in Heaven.

This holds some tremendous ramifications, which will be mentioned in more detail below.  For now, imagine the music people who love music here will compose and perform and enjoy in Heaven.  People who love the great outdoors here will certainly not be disappointed with the wilderness of Heaven.  Name any profession or avocation or delight on Earth.  That which we cherish and enjoy here is but a foretaste of the form and delight to come.  Why?  Because, Heaven is a prepared place for people.

1. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people.

Heaven is not the default destination, however, of every human being.  If we hope to enter Heaven, Jesus Christ says we must “enter through the narrow gate.  For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).  No one goes to Heaven automatically.  In fact, Jesus Christ makes it clear that most people are not going to Heaven!  Only people who seek entry via the one, approved route will find access to Heaven.

I can almost hear some of my friends object even now.  “Freshour, you Christians are so arrogant, so pin-headed to think your way is exclusive.”  Hey, hold on a minute.  This is not the exclusivity of Christians but the exclusivity of sovereign God here.  Heaven is His place, created according to His plans, not ours.  In the same way, access to heaven is according to His plan, not ours.  Only He has the authority and wisdom and justifiable position to set the rules. 

Christians can indeed be pin-headed, but we don’t have a monopoly on that capacity.  The point here is not what Christians say but what Jesus Christ says and how we respond to His authoritative instructions.  Interfaith and even no faith may sound fair to most folks, but Jesus Christ, the same Whom CS Lewis observed is either liar, lunatic, or Lord, He mandates: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father [i.e., gets to Heaven] except through Me” (John 14:6).

What truly makes this fact awesome – Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people – is not the exclusivity of preparedness but the wide-open availability for any person to be prepared.  The Bible says, “No one who believes on Him [Jesus Christ] will be put to shame, for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, since the same Lord of all is rich to all who call on Him.  For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:11-13).

I hope you caught that.  I pray you catch this:

· It does not matter whether you are Jewish or American or European or African or Asian or Oriental – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!  

· It does not matter whether you are black or white or red or yellow – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours! 

· It does not matter whether you are Catholic or Anglican/Episcopalian or Lutheran or Methodist or Baptist or Pentecostal – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!  

· It does not even matter whether you are Jew or Muslim or Christian or Hindu (please read carefully) – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!   

· It does not matter whether you are conservative or liberal or moderate, Republican or Democrat or Libertarian or Independent – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!  

· It does not matter whether you are rich or poor, strong or weak, popular or outcast, intelligent or dull – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!  

· It does not matter whether you are single or married, once married or divorced or re-married, or even heterosexual or homosexual (oh, please read carefully) – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours!  

· It does not matter whether you are a young person with a life ahead bright with promise or a thief dying on a cross with literally nothing to offer but a plea for God’s mercy – call on Jesus Christ and Heaven is yours! 

One of the awesome and amazing facts about heaven is that every citizen of Heaven is prepared by the grace and mercy and love of God in Jesus Christ, “the one mediator between God and man” (1 Timothy 2:5).  Please keep in mind, however, that they are prepared before they set sail.  Only while we live and breathe here in the shadowlands, the land of second chances, Earth, only while we are here can we prepare and be prepared for Heaven.  Every person in Heaven made a choice to call on Jesus Christ.

2. Heaven is where God is.

Listen to what John, the beloved disciple and elder, saw and heard:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea existed no longer. 2 I also saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: 

Look!  God’s dwelling is with men,
and He will live with them.
They will be His people,
and God Himself will be with them and be their God.
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
Death will exist no longer;
grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer,
because the previous things have passed away (Revelation 21:1-4).

Heaven is where God is.  We do not get to Heaven, first and foremost, for our sakes, but for His.  In Heaven, we do not have to close our eyes and bow our heads to talk to Him.  We open our eyes and look in His face an pray, commune, fellowship.  The glory of Heaven is that God is there.  

Okay, I am out of space here.  To see the rest of the list, check out my facebook.  More to come next week.  SDG!
Pastor Rob  

















