Pastor Rob's Fresh Word – 25 Awesome Facts about Heaven   Sunday, February 8, 2009

Beloved,
My hope and prayer as I continue this list is that these few realities may awaken in us a passion for Heaven while we are still here on Earth.  I believe that if we rightly understand, or begin to understand the truth about Heaven, we will find joy and courage and enablement to finish this race and finish with a flourish.  So, read on with a fervent expectation that we be transformed and filled with hope and joy as we live in longing for the light of Heaven.
Here are the first five awesome facts about Heaven, which I briefly described in my article last week.  I shall refrain from expounding more on these right now in order to move on to the next set.  Still, for your edification and by way of review, remember:
1. Heaven is a place, a physical place.  

2. Heaven is a prepared place.  

3. Heaven is a prepared place for people.  

4. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people.

5. Heaven is where God is.
Okay, I need to say some more about this awesome fact before I proceed.  That which most supremely and categorically defines Heaven is the presence of God.  He will make His dwelling with men in Heaven – specifically, in the New Jerusalem.  This is far more than the transcendent omnipresence of our Creator.  This is the explicit, expressed, identifiable presence of YHWH.  Perhaps, God the Father will continue to fill the throne room with smoke and the New Earth with His glory while God Incarnate, Jesus Christ walks about in His glorified state as John met Him on Patmos.  
The presence of God is a challenging concept to understand.  Theologians use a big word – omnipresence – to describe how God is everywhere.  He is also transcendent.  That is, He is above and beyond all things.  He existed before He created time and space.  He is beyond the fishbowl of matter, of any place inside of His creation, but He chooses to make His presence known inside His creation.  That is the big idea here, by the way – God chooses, He desires and delights to be with us and to make Himself known to us.
The most dynamic presence of God is in the person of Jesus Christ.  He is God Incarnate, God in the flesh.  The limitless God wrapped Himself in human form to be seen and heard and touched by men.  John, the beloved disciple, wrote:

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have observed,

and have touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life – (1 John 1:1).

God is not confined to Heaven.  He does not have to dwell in Heaven.  God chooses to make heaven His special dwelling place.  Consider again John’s report in Revelation 21:1-4.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea existed no longer. 2 I also saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: 

Look!  God’s dwelling is with men,
and He will live with them.
They will be His people,
and God Himself will be with them and be their God.
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.
Death will exist no longer;
grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer,
because the previous things have passed away (Revelation 21:1-4).

The voice John heard from the throne must be the voice of God.  The message the voice declared suggests to me that God is excited to make His dwelling with men.  His is a loud voice that shouts: “Look!”  God is thrilled that at last, and forever, that His purpose to commune with His people will be realized.

The apostle John may have strained his earth-bound (at the time) human faculties to understand the words formed by the voice like many waters.  He may have struggled not only to give words to the sights he saw but also merely to take in their radiance and brilliance.  But in Heaven, we will be able to see and hear and touch God Himself.  
The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city [New Jerusalem], and His servants will serve Him.  4 They will see His face … (Revelation 22:3-4).
In Heaven we will be with God.  He will be with us!  And we will see Him!
6. Heaven is where the “foretastes of glory divine” will be realized.
Billy Joel famously sang: “I’d rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints.”  Clearly, he had an incomplete view of Christians, or at least the Christians he knew were living far below the level of joy and contentment God intends for us even in this short life.  I often wonder if perhaps our demeanor here is not a fair measure of our real confidence in Heaven.

The psalmist sang: “Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you your heart’s desires” (Psalm 37:4).  Even in this life before Heaven, God assures us that if we delight in Him, if we abide in Him, whatever we desire, whatever we want will be precisely that which He wants for us.  This an amazing promise for this life.  Consider its application in Heaven.  

In his wonderful novel about the persecuted church in China and about Heaven, Safely Home, Randy Alcorn describes a conversation between one of his characters who has reached Heaven and the King of Heaven.


“I feel like I’m drinking from the Source of the Stream.  Does this mean I’ll feel no more longing?”

The King replies, “You will have the sweet longing of desire that can be fulfilled and shall be, again and again and again.  Charis [Heaven] is not the absence of longing but its fulfillment.  Heaven is not the absence of itches; it is the satisfying scratch for every itch.”
Every thrill, every pleasure, every desire, every longing – though often twisted or perhaps even perverted here by our fallenness or our enemy – is an echo of God’s original intent for man.  We were created in God’s image, designed with desires He intended to satisfy.  God has embedded in our nature His purposes and designs for us, and we experience them as our longings or desires.  In Heaven, where there is no sin or death or obstacle to God’s purposes or perversion of our nature, our longings will be unleashed because our desire, our delight will be wholeheartedly in the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is intent upon the satisfaction of His creation.

Think about food for a moment (one of my favorite topics).  Scripture is replete with feasts and celebrations.  Descriptions of Heaven even include a Marriage Feast.  The Tree of Life lines both sides of the River of Living Water, and produces 12 kinds of fruit (Revelation 22:2; Ezekiel 27:12).  Now, imagine with me, since we will have resurrected bodies in Heaven, it seems reasonable to me that we will have resurrected taste buds.  Food is not just for nutrition.  Food is also for us to enjoy!
I like what the great theologian and reformer John Calvin wrote:

If we consider to what end God created foods, we shall find that He wished not only to provide for our necessities, but also for our pleasure and recreation … With herbs, trees and fruits, besides the various uses He gives us of them, it was His will to rejoice our sight by their beauty, and to give us yet another pleasure by their odours [sic].

Just this past week, I walked out of my study at home to a delicious blast of aroma from the kitchen.  My daughter had just taken some freshly baked, homemade, white chocolate chip cookies out of the oven.  My mouth began to water in sweet anticipation of one warm cookie melting in my mouth and chased by a glass of cold milk!   Mmm, mm.  I longed for that cookie.  I was experiencing a “foretaste” of that cookie, a hint of what it would be like to satisfy my desire for that cookie.

The most exhilarating, thrilling, pleasurable experience we enjoy here is only the hint of what is to come.  Like the smell and sizzle of a steak on an open grill, our joys here are merely “foretastes” of the satisfactions Heaven promises.  In Heaven, our purest and deepest desires, those longings that flow from the essential core of our being, unencumbered by sin and selfishness, will be satisfied.  The joys we cherish here are but a shadow and a glimpse into the profound joy we will experience in Heaven.
7. In Heaven, we will remember.
Some people have little desire for Heaven because they have embraced the strange idea that we will have no memory of this life as if we will have some new identity or as if our memories have been wiped clean.  Our memories are basic to our sense of individuality.  If we lose our memories then we lose something of our sense of personhood.  That is not a particularly winsome argument for Heaven, is it?  Perhaps people get this idea from verses Isaiah 65:17, which says:

For I will create a new heaven and a new earth;

the past events will not be remembered or come to mind.

But the “past events” must be viewed in context, and the entire passage must be understood in line with the whole counsel of Scripture.  The immediate context (v 16) refers to “former troubles” which “will be forgotten.”  In addition, many texts in the Bible indicate we will remember events and people and more.  For instance, the Bible says we will be required to give an account for our conduct here (2 Corinthians 5:10) and even for the words we used (Matthew 12:36-37).  According to Luke 16:25, the rich man in Hell remembers the good he squandered in this life and sees that Lazarus is comforted in Heaven in view of the troubles he endured in this life.  In fact, several passages suggest books and scrolls of remembrance are in Heaven (Revelation 20:11-13; Malachi 3:16).
When you are born again, you become a new you, not a new person with no correlation to who you were before.  In the same way, in Heaven you will be a new resurrected you.  All that makes you and me individuals, including our memories, will continue to be part of who we are in Heaven.

If anything, our memories will be sharper in Heaven.  We will probably benefit from additional insight into the ways and works of God that were hidden from us when we lived here.  To borrow from a popular anecdote, we will not only see the footprints in the sand, we will also see God carrying us when there was only one set of footprints.  We will remember and recognize happy moments and cherished loved ones.  We will most certainly remember the grace and faithfulness of God on our behalf here when we are in Heaven.  We will remember and we will rejoice!
Wow!  I have not even approached a fair treatment of these realities.  But we are out of space here, so until next week …
Pastor Rob  
















