Pastor Rob's Fresh Word –Awesome Facts about Heaven
     Sunday, February 15, 2009

My hope and prayer as we continue this list is that these few realities may awaken in us a passion for Heaven while we are still here on Earth.  I believe that if we rightly understand, or begin to understand the truth about Heaven, we will find joy and courage and enablement to finish this race and finish with a flourish.  So, read on with a fervent expectation that we be transformed and filled with hope and joy as we live in longing for the light of Heaven.
Remember the first seven realities I have listed?  No worries.  Here they are:

1. Heaven is a place, a physical place.  

2. Heaven is a prepared place.  

3. Heaven is a prepared place for people.  

4. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people.

5. Heaven is where God is.
6. Heaven is where the “foretastes of glory divine” will be realized.
7. In Heaven, we will remember.
Now, let’s march forward.  The point of the next six amazing facts is that we will in some way, shape, or form continue to experience a physical reality with physical senses in Heaven.  
8. In Heaven, we will see.
We will see beauty untouched by sin and unfiltered.  I imagine we will see colors and perhaps dimensions we have not yet imagined.  Bear in mind, here on this Earth, our eyes cannot see ultraviolet or infrared rays.  Think of it – HD will not mean High Definition but Heavenly Definition!

Until God presents New Earth, that is, while we are in the present or intermediate Heaven, we will also be able to see what is happening on Earth.  As we saw in last week’s sermon, from Hades or Hell, the rich man may have seen his five brothers (Luke 16:19-31).  According to Hebrews 12:1, the faithful who have graduated to glory before us surround us like a “large cloud of witnesses.”  In Revelation 6:9-12, the martyrs are aware of what is happening on Earth as well.
We will see wonders in Heaven – streets of gold, gates of pearl, a host of angels and people to vast to number all worshipping God.  We will see wolves and lambs and leopards and goats and calves and lions not only together in harmony, but led by a child (Isaiah 11:16)!  

Of course, most wondrous of all, we will see Jesus Christ face to face!  We will see the throne of God.  Moreover, we will see not by the light of the sun but by the light of God’s presence!
9. In Heaven, we will hear.
We will hear music, new songs being sung by angels, redeemed people, and even animals (living creatures) to the praise of Elyon (Revelation 5:9)!  We will hear great shouts (Revelation 5:11-14) accompanied, I am sure, by joyous laughter.  We will hear the glad greetings of loved ones and of centuries of Christ-followers previously known and unknown to us all welcome us home.  At least some of us will hear Jesus Christ say, “Well done.  Now come in and find your rest.”  We will hear and understand that great, majestic Voice that makes waterfalls and thunderclaps seem like whispers.
10. In Heaven, we will taste.
Revelation 19:9 mentions “the marriage feast of the Lamb.”  You know what that means, don’t you?  Food!  We will have occasion to partake of the 12 fruits of the tree of life (Revelation 2:7).  Jesus Christ Himself ate food after the resurrection.  He also said, “I tell you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 8:11).
Can you imagine the happy meeting of heavenly menus with resurrected palates and taste buds?  Oh my!  Who created our taste buds?  Why did God do that?  God wants us to enjoy the food we eat.  We will not eat in Heaven merely for the sake of nutrition (if that will even be a need in Heaven), but also for the sheer enjoyment!  We will enjoy beautiful new vistas and glorious sounds and delicious foods.  Heaven is a place where we will find the greatest pleasures!
11. In Heaven, we will speak.

The aforementioned pleasures will most assuredly produce from us many words of gratitude and blessing to our Provider.  More than ever before, when we speak, we will have something to say!  We will sing and shout, as previously observed.   

Ever wonder what language we will speak?  The prophet Daniel said that Jesus Christ would be “given authority to rule, and glory, and a kingdom; so that those of every people, nation, and language should serve Him” (Daniel 7:14).  Perhaps we will share a common heavenly language.  Apparently, however, we may also speak and hear spoken every language man has ever had, and we will understand one another.

By the way, this idea of speaking and language suggests to me several precious implications.  First, we will have the capacity to reason and express ourselves.  Also, we will have something worth saying, and, of course, find that what other people say will always be worth hearing.  In addition, people who can communicate can, by definition, commune.  We will be and belong in a wonderful community – no one will be alone or lonely.  Finally, if we not only share a language but also speak our native tongue, this implies a fantastic exchange of cultures and histories and ideas.  Woof!
12. In Heaven, we will smell.

Of course, I can hear some of my more comical friends say: “Some of us smell already, and the smell is certainly not heavenly!”  Good grief!  My point here is that we will be perpetually awash in a sea of fragrances winsome and wonderful.  
The Bible attributes the sense of smell to God (Genesis 8:21).  Given the evidence that Heaven will be a physical place for physical beings to engage physical senses, I do not think it is a leap to imagine we will also be able to smell.  Sweeter than scents of honeysuckle on a summer morning or more delicious than the smells of holiday cooking that greet us from the kitchen when we come in from outside, like our other senses, I imagine our sense of smell will be more acute.  I also imagine our new, Heaven-aided olfactory receptivity will be rewarded with more substantial and more glorious aromas.
13. In Heaven, we will touch … and be touched.
Use your glorified imagination a bit and wonder with me.  What will it be like not only to have the Lamb of God as our eternal light but also to feel the warmth of that light? Or to snuggle in His embrace?  When the Bible says, “God will wipe away every tear” from our eyes (Revelation 7:17; 21:4), will we not feel His hand brush across our face?  What will it be like to feel the touch of God? 
In His resurrected body, Jesus Christ experienced all these senses.  John says, “We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).  So, it does not seem far-fetched that like the Lord Jesus in His resurrected body, we will see and hear and taste and speak and smell and feel just like Him.  Surely, these senses will be uncompromised in our resurrected bodies.  Moreover, God could even add new senses to our old ones.  
The point to me is that God certainly intends for us to enjoy Him and to enjoy Heaven.  The most pleasant stimuli and sensations we experience here can, at best, be faint hints of what we will experience in Heaven “where sin cannot molest.”
14. In Heaven, we will be reunited with loved ones who trusted Jesus Christ.
Perhaps the most universal hope in Heaven is our longing to be reunited with loved ones when we get there.  The great puritan pastor Richard Baxter probably speaks for every one of us:

I know that Christ is all in all; and that it is the presence of God that makes Heaven to be heaven.  But yet it much sweetens the thoughts of that place to me that there are there such a multitude of my dear and precious friends in Christ (The Practical Works of Richard Baxter, Grand Rapids: Baker, a981, p 97).

Keep in mind the words of Paul recorded in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  14 Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, in the same way God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  15 For we say this to you by a revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord’s coming will certainly have no advantage over those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore, encourage one another with these words.

First, we should not be uninformed about what happens when we die.  Second, we who die in Christ will be with the Lord forever. Third, we should encourage one another with these truths.  Finally, do not overlook this fourth amazing promise.  We will be together – joined with those who have “fallen asleep” in Jesus before and with those “caught up … with them … to meet the Lord.”  
“Our source of comfort isn’t only that we will be with the Lord in Heaven but also that we will be with each other” (Randy Alcorn, Heaven, p 330).  Ain’t it the truth!
Below is the rest of my list for now.  I hope you are encouraged by these truths.  Let’s continue to look and long and live for that “better land” (Hebrews 11:14-16).
15. In Heaven, we will meet ancestors and great people of faith.

16. In Heaven, we will continue to grow and learn.

17. In Heaven, we will be free from sin. 

18. In Heaven, we will be free from death.

19. In Heaven, we will be free from sorrow and sickness and pain.

20. In Heaven, we will be comforted by God Himself.

21. In Heaven, we will laugh and shout and dance and sing.

22. In Heaven, God Himself will laugh and shout and sing and dance with us.

23. In Heaven, we will have work to do.

24. In Heaven, we will be free to pursue our passions.

25. In Heaven, we will be free to worship.

26. In Heaven, we will glorify God by enjoying Him forever.
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