Pastor Rob's Fresh Word –Awesome Facts about Heaven
    Sunday, February 22, 2009

Beloved,

In this current series of articles, we have briefly considered fourteen realities about Heaven so far.  I cannot begin to number the additional insights and implications we have pondered together in the accompanying sermon series – “Heaven: Home Is Where Our Hope Is.”  I would like to take a brief break from the list of “Amazing Facts about Heaven” and give a short summary of our Sunday morning messages.  By way of review, in order to give us all some context or a sense of the flow of the messages, and to save some precious time in when I stand to preach this morning, here are the questions we have been asking and will seek to address in the next few weeks of our Sunday morning sermons:
1. Why talk about Heaven?

Essentially, we should talk and think about Heaven because the truth about Heaven answers the question asked by every person and culture who have walked the face of the earth.  We should talk about Heaven with the hope that we might rediscover and reignite such a passion for Heaven as that which made the earliest believers such outstanding living testimonies of the power of hope in Christ.  We should explore the truth about Heaven is that we are all terminally ill, and there is but one cure for our condition.  Finally, we should talk about Heaven because if we rightly see the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel, we will be strengthened to finish well and, thereby, to lead others to that beautiful shore.
God’s Word instructs to talk about Heaven.  Among other passages, Colossians 3:1-2 exhort believers to seek and fix our hearts and minds on “what is above.”  According to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, we should not “be uninformed” about what happens after this life.  Moreover, we should “encourage one another” with biblical conversation about Heaven.
2. Is Heaven our default destination?  How can I know I am going to Heaven?
Everybody has an opinion about Heaven, or at least about what happens when this life is finished.  Almost everyone who believes in Heaven is convinced they will be there someday.  The #1 misconception people voice about Heaven is the idea that “all roads lead to Heaven.”  The truth is, Heaven is not our default destination.  In fact, Jesus strongly suggested that more people will miss the only road to Heaven than who will find it and actually follow that path.  The universal cure for that which makes Hell our default destination is that we call on the name of the Lord.

3. What happens when we die? 

When most of the Christ-followers I know talk about Heaven, they usually have in mind that place where their dearly departed loved ones have gone and ever will be.  The biblical revelation about Heaven is more explicit.  Actually, at least since Jesus’ ascension, every believer who dies goes immediately to a transitional Heaven.  There will come a day when God will restore all things and establish forever a future, eternal Heaven (Revelation 21-22).  Both the intermediate Heaven and the eternal Heaven have physical natures.  We are never merely disembodied spirits floating around in limbo.  Simply consider the view of life in present Heaven from Jesus’ story about the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31).
4. So, what is life like in the present, intermediate Heaven? 

The view from the Throne Room of God as seen by the Apostle John (Revelation 5-7) lends some clarity to our thoughts about Heaven.  We can know something about the inhabitants of the present Heaven – angels, the redeemed who have died (including elders or leaders of men, martyred believers, and believers who have endured “the tribulations of the ages”), and living beings, even animals.  We can also pick up some clues about the activities in the intermediate Heaven.  For instance, the inhabitants of Heaven today wait for the resurrection and the restoration of all things, watch some of what is happening on Earth, talk directly with God, learn, and praise God with shouts and songs and service.
Here’s where we will begin to direct our attention in the next few weeks:
5. So, what will life be like in the future, eternal Heaven, the New Heaven and New Earth?
The “Big Idea” this morning relates to the fact that God’s purposes, plans, promises, and power are eternal.  The biblical descriptions of the New Heaven and New Earth not only bear this out, but they also arm us with a potent blend of implications for our lives here in these Shadowlands.  We will begin to unpack those ideas in the messages that follow.
6. So, what will life be like in the New Jerusalem?
7. How then shall we live?  What will our lives be like in Heaven?

8. How now shall we live?  What should our lives be like until then?

Okay, that’s a little review of our Sunday morning series of messages.  Now, back to the complementary chain of articles I have submitted.  As with every lesson, every talk, and every sermon series I prepare, my earnest expectation is three-fold.  First, I believe God informs by His Spirit from His Word about how we can know Him more intimately and make Him known more intentionally.  Second, I know preaching and teaching God’s Word inspires His faithful to see beyond the veil, to live counter-intuitively.  Third, I am so thankful Jesus Christ invites us to put into practice the principles we discover, to join Him, to enjoy Him, and, thereby to manifest the truth about Him .
So far, we have identified 14 amazing facts about Heaven.  I will get back to those next week.  The list as we have it right now is on the back of this sheet.  In the meantime, let’s continue to live in the light of our heart’s longing – Heaven!
Pastor Rob  
Awesome Facts about Heaven:
1. Heaven is a place, a physical place.  
2. Heaven is a prepared place.  
3. Heaven is a prepared place for people.  
4. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people.
5. Heaven is where God is.
6. Heaven is where the “foretastes of glory divine” will be realized.
7. In Heaven, we will remember.
8. In Heaven, we will see.

9. In Heaven, we will hear.

10. In Heaven, we will taste.

11. In Heaven, we will speak.

12. In Heaven, we will smell.

13. In Heaven, we will touch … and be touched.

14. In Heaven, we will be reunited with loved ones who trusted Jesus Christ.

15. In Heaven, we will meet ancestors and great people of faith.

16. In Heaven, we will continue to grow and learn. 

17. In Heaven, we will be free from sin. 
18. In Heaven, we will be free from death. 

19. In Heaven, we will be free from sorrow and sickness and pain. 

20. In Heaven, we will be comforted by God Himself. 

21. In Heaven, we will laugh and shout and dance and sing. 

22. In Heaven, God Himself will laugh and shout and sing and dance with us. 

23. In Heaven, we will have work to do.

24. In Heaven, we will be free to pursue our passions.

25. In Heaven, we will be free to worship.

26. In Heaven, we will glorify God by enjoying Him forever.















