Pastor Rob's Fresh Word – Family: God’s Model for Ministry 

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Beloved,

This week I read part of a book by Richard Strauss on the Christian home (How To Raise Confident Children).  The book is out of print now, but it is accessible online at the Biblical Studies Foundation website (www.bible.org) as a series of 14 articles entitled “Confident Children and How They Grow.”  In the third article, he discusses seven goals for Christian parents.  

Think about charting the course for a moment.  Have you ever prayerfully established goals for the training of your children?  This might be a good time to do it.  We cannot expect our children to turn out right if we’re not sure what “right” is.  As one of my seminary profs used to say, “If you aim at nothing, that’s exactly what you’ll hit.”  Since we can’t hit a target we don’t have, let’s build one right now.  Your aims may be much more extensive than mine, but this may at least be a good place to begin.  Here is a basic list of biblical goals we want to accomplish with our children.

1. To lead them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  It must be in His own perfect time, but we cannot really expect them to be all that God wants them to be until they have a new nature imparted from above. 
2. To lead them to a total commitment of their lives to Christ.  We want them to make their decisions in accord with His will, share every detail of life with Him in prayer, and learn to trust Him in every experience they face.  Asking first what God wants us to do is a habit pattern that must be cultivated.  The time to begin is very early in a child’s life.

3. To build the Word of God into their lives.  We will endeavor to teach [God’s Word] to them faithfully, relate [His Word] to the circumstances of life, and set an example of conformity to [God’s Word].

4. To teach them prompt and cheerful obedience, and respect for authority.  By developing their willing submission to our authority, we seek to instill a respect for all duly constituted authority, such as public school, Sunday school, government, and ultimately, the authority of God Himself. Submission to authority is the basis for a happy and peaceful life in our society.

5. To teach them self-discipline.  The happiest life is the controlled life, particularly in areas such as eating, sleeping, sex, care of the body, use of time and money, and desire for material things.

6. To teach them to accept responsibility – responsibility for happily and efficiently accomplishing the tasks assigned to them, responsibility for the proper care of their belongings, and responsibility for the consequences of their actions.

7. To teach them the basic traits of Christian character, such as honesty, diligence, truthfulness, righteousness, unselfishness, kindness, courtesy, consideration, friendliness, generosity, justice, patience, and gratitude.

I think Strauss is spot on with these seven goals.  Because I think our families will benefit from goals like these, I want to begin my message with these goals as a backdrop.  I thought you might appreciate having them in print as well, so I decided to post them here for you.  I pray every family will align themselves to goals like these.  Moreover, I pray that the ministries of our church to preschoolers, children, teenagers, and their families will keep these ideals in focus and strive to help families achieve them.

Heaven help our homes to honor Him!
Pastor Rob  
















