Pastor Rob's Fresh Word – Family: God’s Model for Ministry     Sunday, May 17, 2009

Beloved,

Last week I referenced a book by Richard Strauss on the Christian home (How To Raise Confident Children).  Specifically, I wanted to give you his seven goals for Christian parents.  As I mentioned, I think these seven aims are worthwhile objectives as a starting point for every Christian family and also for every local church’s ministry to children and their families.  Here again is Strauss’ “basic list of biblical goals we want to accomplish with our children”:
1. To lead them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  It must be in His own perfect time, but we cannot really expect them to be all that God wants them to be until they have a new nature imparted from above. 
2. To lead them to a total commitment of their lives to Christ.  We want them to make their decisions in accord with His will, share every detail of life with Him in prayer, and learn to trust Him in every experience they face.  Asking first what God wants us to do is a habit pattern that must be cultivated.  The time to begin is very early in a child’s life.

3. To build the Word of God into their lives.  We will endeavor to teach [God’s Word] to them faithfully, relate [His Word] to the circumstances of life, and set an example of conformity to [God’s Word].

4. To teach them prompt and cheerful obedience, and respect for authority.  By developing their willing submission to our authority, we seek to instill a respect for all duly constituted authority, such as public school, Sunday school, government, and ultimately, the authority of God Himself. Submission to authority is the basis for a happy and peaceful life in our society.

5. To teach them self-discipline.  The happiest life is the controlled life, particularly in areas such as eating, sleeping, sex, care of the body, use of time and money, and desire for material things.

6. To teach them to accept responsibility – responsibility for happily and efficiently accomplishing the tasks assigned to them, responsibility for the proper care of their belongings, and responsibility for the consequences of their actions.

7. To teach them the basic traits of Christian character, such as honesty, diligence, truthfulness, righteousness, unselfishness, kindness, courtesy, consideration, friendliness, generosity, justice, patience, and gratitude.

I think Strauss is spot on with these seven goals.  Because I think our families will benefit from goals like these, I thought you might appreciate having them in print as well, so I decided to post them here for you.  I pray every family will align themselves to goals like these.  Moreover, I pray that the ministries of our church to preschoolers, children, teenagers, and their families will keep these ideals in focus and strive to help families achieve them.

God’s model for ministry is the family.  Paul described his ministry among the believers in Thessalonica in terms of a family (1 Thessalonians 2:7-13).  Our ministries as a local expression of Christ’s body, the church, should reflect the values and roles of godly parents.  
· Like godly dads, whose love leads, we should encourage, cheer on, and implore people “to walk worthy of God.”  That’s the power of influence.  
· Like godly moms, whose love sacrifices, we should be tender with people and give of ourselves for their sakes.  That’s the power of nurture.  
· Like godly children, whose love honors, we should be devoted to what is right and good.  That’s the power of truth, God’s truth.  Heaven help our homes and our church to honor Him!


On Wednesday evenings, we are learning to pray with Paul.  In the first few studies, we have learned that intercessory prayer glorifies God, greatly encourages the people for whom we pray, and fuels tremendous joy in our lives as we see God work in response to our prayers (2 Corinthians 1:8-11).  We have also learned from Paul’s letter to the Ephesian church that we should pray for enlightenment (Ephesians 1:15-23) and enablement (Ephesians 3:14-21).  Paul prayed that believers would know God better and that they would be empowered by His Spirit.  
One statement has stayed with me from last Wednesday’s study.  “We pray about what we care about.”  Of course, that implies what we do not pray about we do not truly care about, no matter how loud our professions or protestations.  If we want to know what is nearest and dearest to a person, listen to the subjects of their prayers.  

What do you pray about?  As Southern Baptists, we make a big deal about evangelism and missions.  But how much time and effort do we really devote to prayer for people who are lost, for boldness and opportunity to share the Gospel with them, or for missionaries whom God might use to reach them?  On the flip side of this article, I have included a prayer list from the International Mission Board.  They have given me permission to copy this prayer list I receive by email each week for Muslim peoples (called “Beyond The Wall”).  I hope you will add this to your daily prayer journey as well.  Remember: we pray about what we care about!  What’s in your prayer life?
To the ends of the earth until the end of time! 

Pastor Rob  















