A Fresh Word – Magnificent Obsession or Trivial Pursuits  
 Sunday, June 14, 2009

Most, if not all, of the schools in our area released students for the summer break this week.  Since Tuesday this week, I have heard children outside my study at unexpected times during the day – playing basketball in the church parking lot, riding bikes or walking in packs up and down Marjorie Ann Street, talking and laughing and enjoying life.  I am impressed by their energy and by the number of kids who apparently live right here in the neighborhood around our church property.  
I hope you will pray with me, as I do almost every time my attention is drawn away from my desk to the young people outside, that God would see fit to bring glory to Himself and families into His kingdom through His ministries right here at First Baptist Church of South Lyon.  Pray with me that the Lord of the harvest will send forth laborers into this exuberant young harvest.  Pray that the Lord would grace us with passion and creativity and people who share this BHAG (a BHAG is a “Big, Hairy, Audacious Goal”): to reach hundreds of South Lyon children and their families by God’s grace and for His glory!
This time of year, I imagine families are busy making plans for some summer adventures, perhaps a camping trip or a family vacation.  I recently heard a light-hearted story with a profound punch about one family vacation.  To help pass the time on a long road trip included a visit to Yosemite National Park, the dad recommended the family play a game.  The object was to see who could be the first to identify at least one license plate from each of the fifty United States.  
The children took to the contest with enthusiasm.  They began to scan the bumpers of hundreds of cars.  Before too long, they were down to scouting for elusive plates from states like Hawaii, Alaska, Rhode Island, and North Dakota.  Still, as the number of states needed to complete their lists shrank, their intensity mounted.

Dad was pleased with the apparent success of his new game until they arrived at Yosemite.  As soon as he had parked the family van, the children exploded out of the vehicle and proceeded to scurry all over the parking lot looking for license plates to add to their collection.  To his dismay, instead of seeing his children’s faces filled with awe at the wonder and majesty of God’s creation all around them, they were looking down at pieces of tin affixed to dusty rear bumpers of man-made vehicles!  
How often are we like those children?  That story reminds me how easily we are often distracted from a magnificent obsession with our Lord Jesus Christ by what amounts to trivial pursuits.  Sadly, it turns out that Trivial Pursuit is more than a game we play.  For whatever reason, we can be caught up in the trifling, frivolous, even petty stuff and miss what really matters most – God’s invitation to take in the glorious, majestic, truly breath-taking splendor of a day-to-day walk with Him.  As Elizabeth Barrett Browning observed: 

Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
and every common bush aflame with God.  
But only he who sees takes off his shoes.  
The rest sit ’round and pluck blackberries (from Aurora Leigh, Book vii).

Oh, beloved, please covenant with me to look up and to encourage one another to look up.  As we make our summer plans, let’s make sure to keep first things first.  Let’s help one another not to be diverted by trivial pursuits but to fix our attention, our very lives, upon our magnificent obsession: 
to know Jesus Christ more intimately and to make Him known more intentionally!

Give me one pure and holy passion.

Give me one magnificent obsession.

Jesus, give me one glorious ambition for my life:

To know and follow hard after You.

By His grace and for His glory! 

Pastor Rob  
















